
FOCUS ON THE FUTURE

By: Vance Kanell

I am extraordinary. I learn differently than other people. My quality is different than others but that is 

not a bad thing. The left side of my body is difficult to deal with and harder to use than the right side of my 

body. Sometimes my brain gets caught up in so many different thoughts, it can be hard for me to focus.

I did not really have friends at my old school, so being able to come to my new school, Lionheart, was a 

whole new level and a whole new place. My mom said when I came to Lionheart on my first day, I jumped 

out of the car and ran into my teacher’s arms. I finally felt that I had a place where I belonged. I do not ever 

want to leave this place. It is so special to me. It is something I cannot describe with words.

I now have people who help me hope for the future. My dream for the future is to be a Lionheart 

graduate who will help people in the real world and who will be a good person and a good helper. 

Lionheart has showed me that even in rough times, things can turn out bright. I feel like I am a leader. I 

roll with the punches.

Through Lionheart, I have started working at the YMCA, and it is a great experience working as a leader 

in my community. I try to take charge and overcome mistakes. As a citizen in America, I play a big role in 

helping others, helping old people or even young people. I try not to think about just me but about others 

too. As a human in this world we have to understand how other people feel and help take care of them.

I will use what my parents and my teachers have taught me to pursue my dreams. Dreams should become 

a reality. Even when things get tough, I will hold on to my dreams with both hands, and hold them tight. I 

think big picture: if I believe in myself, I can do anything.

FOCUS ON THE FUTURE
By: Carly Tucci

Let me tell a story that explains a little bit about me. I learn differently. I sometimes need extra help on 

school subjects and life itself.

I lived in California for part of my childhood because we wanted to be close to my grandparents. 

However, school was difficult for me in California because at my school, girls were rude to me because I 

was gullible and new. I hated being different from everyone else. I moved to Georgia from California when 

I was about thirteen. I moved back because my parents wanted me to feel like I was not totally different 

from everyone else.

I started school at a new place called Lionheart. At Lionheart, I felt like myself, like I was not that much 

different from everyone else. Lionheart became my second home, and my fellow students and teachers are 

like my second family. It made me feel good, and that despite my challenges, I am just a normal girl.

In the future, I hope to always do my best in the world by using the skills Lionheart has taught me. My 

role in our city is to encourage people. One of my passions is volunteering at the YMCA and Dogwood 

Forest Assisted Living Home. I have built a relationship with the residents at Dogwood. It makes me feel 

good to see them. I love to deliver their mail to them, set the cafeteria tables, and talk with them.

My role in our country is to be an active citizen. It is my responsibility to vote for the president of the 

United States of America so that I am making my opinion heard.

As I look to the future, I will use my knowledge and skills from Lionheart and from life to help me get 

through this crazy world we call Earth. I will try to make peace wherever I go and do my little bit to make 

the world a better place.


