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C
arly’s diagnosis, and her initial prognosis 

was bleak.  When Carly was three, 

our family was introduced to Stanley 

Greenspan’s DIR philosophy. The approach 

is loving and respectful of the child and their 

abilities - it felt right.  For us, understanding Carly 

from a developmental perspective was extremely 

important.  I found that I was talking and playing 

above Carly’s developmental level which was a 

big reason why she wasn’t responding. With help, 

we learned to reach her. A little girl that had no 

communicative language at age three, who we once 

thought might never communicate her basic needs 

is now, at the age of 21, one of Lionheart’s greatest 

ambassadors.       

We chose Lionheart because of the DIR 

philosophy. I wanted more than anything for 

Carly to be able to connect with the people in her 

world and to know the joy of friendships. I felt that 

Lionheart’s focus on social/emotional development 

was Carly’s best chance to become that connected 

individual.

As a parent, it was and is reassuring to drop her 

off at Lionheart every day. I know she is celebrated 

for being the unique individual she is and she is 

challenged every day to be engaged in the world 

around her. When there are struggles, the team 

works together to determine where the breakdown 

is and what needs to be done to help Carly be 

successful. I know interactions with her peers 

are facilitated so special moments aren’t missed, 

arguments are worked out or at least heard, and 

communication is meaningful. I never felt I needed 

to be there to explain what her challenges are or why 

she said what she said as I did in previous settings. 

Unless you’ve been on this journey, it’s hard to 

imagine the weight that was lifted by Lionheart.

Lionheart helped Carly find her voice, share her 

opinions and gifts, and when she was ready, they 

taught her academics. If you meet Carly, you will 

know that she loves reading, music and school and 

plans on being a mystery writer. My favorite thing 

to hear from teachers or people who meet her is how 

enthusiastic she is about life. She now has beautiful 

friendships and people she truly cares about. She 

has volunteered at Dogwood Forest and the YMCA 

through the school for the past two years. Last 

Thanksgiving, she wrote a thank you note to the staff 

to be read on the Y radio. She only made it through 

the first two sentences before she started to cry. 

That’s a person connected to her world. 

We are very excited about the opportunity that 

Lionheart Works, the new transition program, will 

provide for Carly to continue to grow as a person 

with the loving guidance that she has always received 

at Lionheart. Thank you, Lionheart!

 “I wanted more than 

anything for Carly to 

be able to connect with 

the people in her world 

and to know the joy of 

friendships.”

ONE OF LIONHEART’S GREATEST AMBASSADORS

Written by Jackie Tucci, Carly’s mother



LIONHEART WORKS, OUR NEW TRANSITION PROGRAM

GROWING OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Allstate, Dollar General, 

Sawnee EMC, Target, 

and Wells Fargo are among 

the local companies that dedicated 

grants and volunteer service to 

Lionheart this year.  We are truly 

grateful for the commitment of 

these companies to our mission!

Lionheart

WORKS

T
ransition from school to employment is a 

critical issue for families who have children 

with autism and other neurodevelopmental 

challenges.  Lionheart WORKS is designed for 

students who are transitioning from school to a work 

environment. The program enrolls students ages 

18-26.   

The goal of the WORKS program is to meet the 

needs of individuals who have the desire and abilities 

to begin training for work environments.  Current 

worksites already available: the Lionheart Gardens, 

LionheARTisans, HeartReach sites (Dogwood 

Assisted Living Community, YMCA, City of 

Alpharetta Parks and Recreation), The Trophy Club 

of Atlanta and HeartTails programs.  Additional 

WORKS partners are selected based on need, 

affinities and abilities of participants.  

Life, job, and social skills training appropriate 

for work settings are part of the WORKS program. 

Individual and group job skills training is done both 

on the Lionheart campus and at specific worksites. 

Occasionally, participants work in a small group to 

explore options and train together.  Individual job 

coaches are assigned to each participant as they get 

ready for a more formal job setting. 

Federal Home Loan Bank 

of Atlanta awarded Lionheart 

with an in-kind donation of printing 

services for this newsletter and our 

Annual Fund appeal card. 

KaBoom! and Verint partnered together to provide 

Lionheart with an Imagination Playground, four carts 

of big blue blocks so kids build a new world every day. 

They make new dramatic scenarios, settings, and games 

to play. Most important, they make the rules. Because 

Imagination Playground is child-directed and open-ended, 

it encourages self-expression through deep, joyful play.

UB4Me Boutique in downtown 

Alpharetta designed a t-shirt, and a 

percentage of the price of the shirt 

comes to Lionheart every time a 

shirt is sold.  Lionheart has also been 

the beneficiary of Charity nights at 

UB4Me, which are held once a month. 

Working to prepare
for a future.



The Power of Partnerships

C
ommunity partnerships with local companies, corporations, 

foundations, and individual donors make the work of 

Lionheart possible. The support is instrumental in our 

school realizing our mission of providing a developmentally 

appropriate education for children with special needs. Please visit 

our website to explore more volunteer and partner opportunities.

Whole Foods/Whole Kids Foundation

Our partnership with Harry’s Farmers Market deepened when 

they became Whole Foods Avalon!  Whole Foods donated turkeys 

for our annual Family Thanksgiving Feast.  They partnered with 

Avalon and Lionheart to provide a Sensory Sensitive Santa event, 

and have hosted healthy lunches and cooking events for our staff 

and students.  For the last two years, they have been the presenting 

sponsor of Grilling & Gridiron fundraiser. Whole Kids Foundation 

donated the garden beds that were built on school grounds. We 

are excited to have these beds on campus to broaden the gardening 

experience of our Lionheart Gardens!  Whole Foods lives their 

higher purpose mission through their partnership with Lionheart –

“To embrace our responsibility to co-create a world 
where each of us, our communities and our planet 

can flourish. . .” Choate Construction

When our board selected Choate to build our school in 2009, little 

did we know we were starting a lasting partnership.  They have been 

a loyal sponsor of our Heart & Soul Annual Auction and Grilling 

& Gridiron fundraiser.  Choate also provides volunteer labor and 

materials to repair the gravel driveway at The Lionheart Gardens.  

Our Choate Construction manager continues to respond to requests 

for information about the building and suggests contractors to 

help when needed.  The company actively promotes giving back to 

the community and their partnership with Lionheart is a vibrant 

example of their philosophy of social responsibility.

Grandbridge Real Estate Capital

Grandbridge dedicates volunteer time and dollars to a Lionheart 

School project each year.  In the past, they have provided a drip 

irrigation system at The Lionheart Gardens and iPads for our 

vocational students. This year, they funded a fabulous tree house at 

our organic farm!  Through funds raised and matching donations, 

Grandbridge purchases supplies and spends a day with our students 

completing the project. They say “It’s the best team building exercise 

we do!”



W
hen we started looking for an elementary school 

for our six-year-old son Frank, who has a sensory 

processing disorder and ADHD, we found ourselves 

overwhelmed and often with more questions upon leaving a school 

tour than when we began.  So when we visited The Lionheart 

School for the first time, we were blown away by not only the 

impressive qualifications of the faculty and staff and their focus 

on building the self-esteem of each individual child, but how  

immediately at ease we all felt, including our then-five-year old.   

We knew right away that we had found the perfect place for Frank.

Our experience in our first year at Lionheart has been life-

changing for all of us.  The progress that Frank has made over the 

course of nine months is nothing short of remarkable.  He has 

gone from an anxious, quiet little boy who would cry when we 

dropped him at school to a happy, confident, and chatty kid who 

runs, and I mean runs, into school each day!  Frank talks about his 

school friends constantly, and calls his teacher his “best friend at 

Lionheart.”

The quality and consistency of the therapy he receives at 

Lionheart - from OT to hippotherapy to speech to Floortime - is 

excellent.  Not to mention the ease of having all of his treatment 

in one place!  We have also been happy with the balance of therapy 

and academics, and we feel that Frank is learning on pace with 

what he would be in a typical kindergarten classroom.  We are 

likewise consistently impressed with the breadth of activities 

offered even to the youngest children, and how friendly and 

inclusive the other Lionheart families are.  We honestly cannot 

imagine a better place for Frank, and are grateful every day that 

such a wonderful school exists.

Frank, age 6 “The progress that Frank has made over 
the course of nine months is nothing short 
of remarkable.”



C
hase was diagnosed with Pervasive Developmental 

Disorder at a young age.  Pervasive Developmental 

Disorder is on the Autism Spectrum and affected Chase’s 

ability to verbally communicate his thoughts and understand 

what others said to him. Doctors were hesitant to predict a bright 

future for Chase based on that diagnosis. 

Julie, Chase’s mom, tearfully recalls: “It was beyond a gut 

punch for us. We were devastated. We had no next steps. No 

specialist to call or process to follow that would unlock the magic 

we could see in our son’s eyes. Our sweet little boy couldn’t 

tell us how he felt, didn’t understand what we said to him and 

tried his best to hide it. We hired therapists, enrolled him in 

Special Needs Kindergarten at our public school and prayed 

that we would catch a break, to no avail. Public school was 

overwhelming, resulting in severe anxiety and missing 60 days 

of school his first year. He worried about survival, not about 

learning. We were getting nowhere fast and our family was turned 

upside down as a result. It was a private living hell.   After much 

research and investigation into our options, we enrolled him for 

the 2003-2004 school year at The Lionheart School. That single 

move changed our family, and most importantly Chase’s future, 

significantly. Lionheart teachers and therapists unlocked him 

academically, socially and emotionally. We knew immediately 

that he had a chance to beat the odds.” 

Fast forward. . . If you were to meet him, you would be hard 

pressed to imagine that all this had occurred. He’s reading, 

writing, communicating, understanding the world around 

him, has good friends, loves school and talks constantly. He’s 

doing what his parents only dreamt was possible as a result of 

his experiences at Lionheart. The family took a job transfer to 

Cincinnati five years ago.  They enrolled Chase in a public eighth 

grade, and then high school.  This spring, he was accepted to 

Xavier University, and received the Dean’s Award scholarship.  

Chase is planning to major in accounting. 

In his application essay, Chase wrote, “Rain Man”--that is what 

the neurologist told my parents they could expect for my future 

when he diagnosed me with Pervasive Developmental Disorder, 

a diagnosis on the Autism Spectrum, when I was four years old. 

Very little chance for academic achievement was at the heart 

of his neurological forecast. After this diagnosis, my physical 

struggles arrived, in the form of twenty attacks of pancreatitis, making 

a challenging situation even more difficult. With two major health 

conditions, the struggles I faced as a child were enormous; however, 

they molded me into the person I am today, a strong, determined, 

courageous, hard-working individual who can achieve any goal I set 

for myself. And as I stand on the brink of college, I can confidently 

say I proved my neurologist wrong.

My family moved to Mason, Ohio, where I was faced with the 

biggest transition of my life.  I went from a small school of 30 

students in Atlanta to a school of 800 students in eighth grade at 

Mason Middle School.  Intimidated by the size and concerned with 

how I would measure up academically, I remained determined to 

succeed. It was rough at first, but by the end of the year, I earned all 

“A’s” and “B’s” and received the Janis M. Peck Award, an award for a 

student whose work ethic, attitude, and dedication is exemplary to 

others. My teachers chose me from among all of my 8th grade peers 

for this award, as they saw in me what I knew all along: I could and 

would succeed.”   

The beginning of Chase’s story is a common scenario for many 

families throughout this country. Everyday more and more parents 

search for a school to meet the needs of their child battling the 

challenges of autism and similar challenges. The choices are few and 

the need is great. Chase is a great example of how the work Lionheart 

does has proven to be life-changing!

“I can confidently say I proved 
my neurologist wrong!”

Lionheart unlocked him academically, socially & emotionally.

C
h

ase, age 18



A
s Lionheart was celebrating the opening of 

our 16th school year, another opening was 

happening  in the heart of Alpharetta – Avalon!  

Carla Toro, Avalon’s Marketing Manager and a Lionheart 

Junior Board member, told us, “Avalon is more than just 

another place to go, it’s a place to be – a hub of local art 

and activity.”

Regal Cinemas Avalon donated the proceeds for 

movies and concessions during the opening weekend.  

Kendra Scott hosted an amazing grand opening party 

donating 20% of the proceeds to Lionheart.  Kendra 

was present for the event and purchased a mixed media 

horse created by our LionheARTisans.  J. McLaughlin 

hosted wine & cheese event with proceeds benefitting the 

school.We recieved donated items for our auction from 

many of the retailers, and our inaugural Heart and Sole 

5K was the first run at Avalon!  Our LionheARTisans art 

is now featured in the 5000 gallery in partnership with 

Alpha Arts Guild. Lionheart depends on the generosity 

of our community to thrive. We are so grateful and 

excited about our partner opportunites with Avalon!  

B E N E F I T T I N G  T H E  L I O N H E A R T  S C H O O L

He   rt&Sole5K
A T  A V A L O N

THANKS TO OUR 2015 HEART & SOLE SPONSORS

IN MEMORIAM

Earlier this year we lost a dear friend 
and vital supporter to Lionheart, Kevin 
McBride.  Kevin not only volunteered his 
time and efforts to the successful running of 
Lionheart’s auction for 14 years, but was 
more importantly an integral contributor 
to maintaining Lionheart’s financial 
accounts and payroll.  His easygoing nature, 
meticulous attention to detail and sense of 
humor helped everything run more smoothly.  
Kevin loved his family, selflessly helped 
Lionheart, and passionately rooted for his 
Georgia Bulldogs.  He will be missed as a 
life-long friend of Lionheart and a personal 
friend to so many of us.  Gifts to The 
Lionheart School were made in memory of 
Mr. Kevin Mcbride by: 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Angrisani
Mr. Michael Arsenault
Ms. Teena Arsenault
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Boakye-Danquah
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Burke
Mrs. Mary F. Burkholder
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Cheek
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Collins
Ms. Ali Curtin
Mr. Justin Dinerman
Mr. & Mrs. Tal Dryman
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Dulin
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Dummer
Mrs. Christine Eberhardt
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Elema
Mrs. Suzanne Evans
Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Fitzgerald

Mr. J.M. Ford, Ford Squares LLC
Ms. Jacqueline Gallo
Georgia CCIM Chapter
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Inman
Mr. & Mrs. JP Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kanell
Mr. John Karpinski
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Turner
Ms. Maureen Kelly
Ms. Kathleen Keyes
Mrs. Kerrie Krah
Mr. &Mrs. Doug Kremer
Ms. Althea Kushner
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Marquis
Mr. & Mrs. James Maxwell
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth McBride
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Nevanpera
Mr. & Mrs. Bhavin Patel

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Peters
Dr. Kathleen Platzman
Mrs. Donna Plunkett
Mr. & Mrs. James Potts
Ms. Joan Reynolds
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ritenour
Mr. Robert Seaman
The Simpson Company of Georgia
Ms. Diane Smith
Mrs. Carol Spadafora
Dr. & Mrs. Pat Spafford
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Supik
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ulich
Mr. &Mrs. James Walling
Mr. & Mrs. James Weinberg

THE HOLTON-PITTMAN GROUP

Eric McNair

ALPHARETTA ENDODONTICS

Lionheart student, Vance Kanell starred in the short 

film “Bumblebees” which was written and directed by 

his sister Jenna Kanell. The Atlanta-based film won 

BEST FILM of the 2015 Disability Film Challenge. It 

premiered in Oregon and will screen in Los Angeles, as 

an award-winning project, during the Hollyshorts Film 

Festival in August at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre. The 

challenge allotted 48 hours for production of the genre 

“romantic comedy”. The challenge’s purpose is to generate 

entertaining content which is inclusive of individuals who 

might otherwise go unrepresented on film. 

www.disabilityfilmchallenge.com

AWARD WINNING SHORT FILM 



The Lionheart School thanks the 
following individuals, companies, 
foundations, and groups who have 
supported Lionheart during the 
2014-15 year.

Mr. Vikrant Angia & 
   Mrs. Krithika Subramanian
Mrs. Wendy Bandrowski
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bell
Dr. Sharon Berger, 
   Roswell Eye Clinic
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Bivins
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Black
Dr. Karina Bogdasarova, 
   Wonderland Pediatric Dentistry
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Burke 
   in memory of Guiness
Mr. & Mrs. Burt Bradley
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bridges
Mr. & Mrs. William Bridges
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Brunner
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Burke
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Capps
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Chandler
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Cheek
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Chumbler, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Corbett
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Cummins
Mrs. Anne Cunningham
Drs. Donald & Gwen Davis
Ms. Andrew DeBrosse
Mr. & Ms. Bobby Dulin
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Dummer
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Eagen
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Eberhardt
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Eckard
Mr. Arthur Edge
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Elema
Mr. & Mrs. Robert  Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ellis 
   in honor of Eric James Dummer
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Flood
Mr. & Mrs. Neal Freeman
Ms. Allison Gilmore in honor of
   Mr. Mark Dukes & 
   Mr. Darryl Pitts
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Gregor
Mr. & Mrs. George Griffin
Ms. Alice Harris
Mr. & Mrs. William Hawks
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Horner

Dr. & Mrs. John Inman
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Inman
Dr.  James Jose
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Juliano
Mr. James Kemp
Mr. & Mrs. W. Michael King
Mr. Ted Kirk
Mrs. Margaret Knight
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Kremer
Mrs. Susan Kriech
Ms. Leslie-Anne Levy
Linder Family Fund in honor of 
   The Bryant Family
Mr. David Litten
Mr. & Mrs. Griff Lucas
Mr. & Mrs.  Jeffrey Lucas
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Malpica
Mr. & Mrs. Creston Mapes
Ms. Abigail Mapes
Mrs. Billi Marcus
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Marquis
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. Allen McDaniel
Mr. Eric McNair
Mrs. Anne Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Don Olmstead
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Opie
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Patton

SPIRIT 

Mr. and Mrs. Drew Klepchick

HOPE

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Collins

COURAGE

Choate Construction
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dorr
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Fordham
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Franco
Inman, Kremer, & Peller Families
Mr. & Mrs. Bern Mapes
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Marquis
McCalla Raymer
Neonatology Associates of Atlanta
Redmond, Ulich, Williams Family
Mrs. Robin Scott
Southern Coastal Solutions
Dr. & Mrs. Pat Spafford
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Sponsler
Mr & Mrs. Jerrill Sprinkle

ANNUAL FUND DONORS

SAVE THE DATE - AUCTION 2016 – FEBRUARY 6, 2016

EART&SOUL
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H
HEART

Mr. Bill Grumbles
Mr. & Mrs. Curt Holton
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart Jacobson
UPS

PATRON

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Burum
KeyWorth Bank

FRIENDS

Ms. Jennifer Bateman & Canyon
Mr. Jerry Boles
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Burke
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Deck
Edge Capital Partners
Mr. Bryan Pyne & Ms. Michelle McFerrin
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sprinkle
Mr. & Mrs. Lamar Wakefield
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Ward 
Mrs. Jeanne White

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Peller
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Perez
Dr. Judith Perry
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Potts
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Rawlings
Ms. Sarah Riegelhaupt
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Scordino
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M. Ford in honor 
   of Mrs. Marianne Seaman
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Sizemore
Ms. Diane Smith
Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Spafford  
Mr. Michael Spafford & 
   Ms. Catherine Botticelli
Dr. & Mrs. Pat Spafford
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Sponsler
Mr. & Mrs. Jerrill Sprinkle
Mr. & Mrs. Mark St. Amour
Mr. & Mrs. Billi Stanton
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Tucci
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ulich
Dr. & Mrs. Ollie Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. James Weinberg
Mr. & Mrs. James Weinberg in honor  
    of  Mr. & Mrs. Steve Lichtblau, 
   Mr. Larry Miller, Mrs. Rita Miller, 
   & Mr. George Stern
Mr. & Mrs. Zachary Young



225 Roswell Street

Alpharetta, GA 30009

770.772.4555

www.thelionheartschool.com

NON-PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

MARIETTA, GEORGIA

PERMIT NO. 7

GRILLING & GRIDIRON – SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2015

O L D  R O S W E L L S T R E E T  I N  H I S T O R I C  D O W N T O W N  A L P H A R E T TA

M
ark your calendars for SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2015 FOR THE 3RD ANNUAL GRILLING & GRIDIRON.  Join the tailgate 

party on the first day of SEC conference play as we team up southern football traditions in support of Lionheart students. 

The fundraiser will take place in downtown Alpharetta, featuring a “Grillmaster” and “Taste of Tailgate” competition 

between many well-known restaurants, community groups and families.  We are grateful to WHOLE FOODS, CHOATE CONSTRUCTION, 

ALPHARETTA CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU, AND THE CITY OF ALPHARETTA for working with us to make this such a great 

annual event in our city. 


