From the Heart
Where we see your children with our hearts
and address their needs with our minds.
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LOOKING BACK

T

hree families met in
2000, each with very
different children, from
three different areas of Atlanta.
A common thread was the need
for a community to understand
and embrace a child who was
different. Lionheart started with a vision shared by three families,
a gifted teacher and a committed therapist. The vision was to fill a
need for children who literally ‘fell through the cracks’; where public
schools were too big, too insensitive and too
overwhelmed to meet the needs of this special
population.
The mission of Lionheart was to develop model
programs, based on known and established
developmental theories. The programs,
combined with a supportive community, help
children academically, socially and emotionally
to establish a foundation for a meaningful and
purposeful life.

They are professionals that work with the families and their children
who recognize the importance of early intervention, and that the right
academic setting can lead to lifelong success no matter what the disability
may be.
Many public school systems have to contend with the pressures
of meeting the needs of too many children with not enough financial
resources and trained professionals. The children who are short changed
the most are the ones who look like the children at Lionheart. They
may be able to mask their differences to the degree that they are put into
mainstream classes without additional support, but suffer silently falling
further behind their peers. They are the ones that peers leave out in play,
or tease because their bodies cannot keep up with the physical demands.
They may be the ones that cannot attend, but sit there complacently or
bite their fingers raw in frustration. They are the students who may bang
their head on their desks, or get agitated when asked a question, simply
because they cannot process the information efficiently. They are the ones
whose sensory systems can be so easily dis-regulated by the weather, noise
from extraneous sources, or deviations from their daily routine.
At Lionheart, the students are given a sense of community, a sense
that the teachers recognize their strengths while working through their
challenges so that they can be successful. Lionheart is a place where
parents get support and work as part of a team to determine the best path
for their child. It is a place that is like no other.

LOOKING FORWARD

C

reating Lionheart has brought the attention of many.
Parents and professionals who seek us out are passionate
and committed to helping children attain the appropriate
education that will equip them to handle life challenges. They are
parents who have invested emotionally and financially in their child
and need a small non-traditional educational setting; who live in
various parts of metro Atlanta area or have moved from other cities.

“It is a privilege to work with the children at Lionheart. The children provide inspiration for
all of us to reflect on our own abilities and purpose in life. They teach others tolerance and
patience, love and respect. At Lionheart, we forget the statistics, forget the diagnosis, forget
the fear, forget the research, but at Lionheart, we never forget the children.”
Elizabeth Dulin, Founding Professional

The Power of Partnerships
paws4people foundation™

L

ionheart board member Mark Inman has a good friend, a paws4people™ board member, Scott Nottingham. Scott has watched Mark
Inman’s daughter, Elise grow in her last four years, and witnessed the positive impact Lionheart has had on Elise and her family. Over the
holidays, he asked Mark if Lionheart could perhaps benefit from a therapy dog. Mark brought the idea to us, and we began to explore the
possibilities with paws4people™ founder Kyria Henry. paws4people™ donated a 16 week old trained puppy to Lionheart for our annual auction
and a 2 year old, fully trained service dog named LANGLEY who will work with Lionheart students starting this school year. Lionheart was
able to give back to paws4people™ by participating in their fundraising golf tournament in April. Students and staff members served as greeters
and dog handlers at the tournament and donated several dog crates for use by the organization. Thank you to Scott and Mark for making this
amazing connection for Lionheart!

LIONHEART FOR LIFE
PARTNER OF THE YEAR

S
THE DOUGLAS BRYANT JR. FUND

L

ifelong friends, Jack Bryant, Malon Linder, and Christopher
West, coordinated a wine tasting as a philanthropic project
to benefit The Lionheart School. The Bryants were one of the
founding families of Lionheart, and their eldest son, Douglas, was a
student for 10 years. Cole and Peter Bryant, twin brothers of Douglas,
founded The Douglas Bryant Jr. Fund to raise awareness and funds
for the critical needs of students at Lionheart.

tudents who work in our Lionheart for Life vocational
program help out with projects at Alpharetta Presbyterian
Church, North Fulton Community Charities, Wills Park
and the Alpharetta Community Center, in addition to running
an on-site recycling program, lunch program, and snack cart for
Lionheart students and staff. Dogwood Forest Assisted Living
Center in downtown Alpharetta is a worksite for our vocational
program. Students go to Dogwood Forest weekly to lead games
for the residents, deliver mail, and prepare the cafeteria for lunch.
Dogwood Forest coordinator, Donna Holt says it is a highlight
for the residents there too.

ADOPT A MARATHON MILE

I

n 2012, The Lionheart School was selected to be part of the
Atlanta Track Club’s Adopt a Marathon Mile program. We
provided 100 volunteers to cheer on the runners during the
marathon that took place on the last Sunday of October. The 6:00
a.m. report time for our cheer team seemed early, but when runners
started coming by, our students and families had a blast yelling,
whistling, and high fiving! In return for generating course support

for the event, the Atlanta Track Club awarded Lionheart
a $7000 grant. We will be participating again on Sunday,
October 27, 2013. It’s a celebration of community, a
support system for the runners, a fun volunteer opportunity,
and a fundraising platform for Lionheart! If you plan on
running the marathon, 5k, or 10k that day, please select
Lionheart on your registration, and we will get credit and
funds for your participation.

LIONHEARTISANS PARTNERS WITH LACEFIELD DESIGNS

W

hen company founder Beth
Lacefield donated bags
of fabric remnants to be
used for craft projects at The Lionheart
School, she had no idea they would
be re-furbished into stunning pillows
and art! Remnants of fabric, pillow
forms and pillow covers donated by the
company, gives the LionheARTisans
program a chance to create beautiful
marketable items. LionheARTisans
is a cottage industry that uses student
artwork to create books, framed pieces,
pottery, pillows and other decorative
accessories. According to the US
Department of Education, students
with disabilities are more likely to be
competitively employed if they receive
adequate vocational training. Lionheart
strives to provide educational and
independent life skills for a successful
transition to the workplace. We are
grateful for Beth’s support of The
Lionheart School mission through this
growing program.

Student Profiles
Exceeding Our Hopes
And Dreams

n 2003, my son Matthew was diagnosed with autism. Although we

I

hear his meltdowns…

essentially got “a diagnosis and a handshake” from the neurologist,

stemming from

our first speech pathologist introduced us to Floortime™ and the

anything from a

DIR® model, and we quickly realized that it was the best way to work
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challenges and strengths made homeschooling the best option for him. In a

floortime or O.T. I

homeschool situation, I thought I could help Matthew leverage his strengths

went home so many days in tears; Jeff and I were sure that any day we
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Lionheart accept and appreciate my son just as he was. They met him
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Victoria to talk through what he was feeling. They quickly figured out that

Four years and a move later, Neil Freeman, an advisory board member

he had to calm down before talking, but once calm he was very reflective,

at Lionheart, asked Jeff if we had looked into the school for Matthew, and

and they capitalized on that. By the end of the year, the boy who ran to the

suddenly Lionheart became a possibility. Matthew had grown so much

office asking someone to call Empire because the computer was broken, or
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was: social and emotional growth with
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with this.
Matthew entered Lionheart as a 7 year
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old, and we had no doubts after visiting

ability to reflect on his feelings, and on how
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a way to reach him and a heart to love
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who he is, he loves life, and he is ready to step
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forward and experience even more of what life

place to address Matthew’s needs.
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While we were excited about

Matthew’s time at Lionheart is ending this

Lionheart, we weren’t quite prepared for

year. He is moving on to a school where he can
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You Have To Be
In Sync With A Child
That Is Out-Of-Sync

W

hen you meet Isaac, the first thing you notice is how bright,
cheerful, and inquisitive he is. Although he still struggles
with challenges in academics and socializing, he has made
incredible progress during his years at Lionheart. His parents, Diane and
Stuart, can remember when Isaac’s future didn’t seem as bright. Their story
reflects the unbelievable struggle many parents have faced when trying to find
the right solutions for their children with special needs.
Even when Isaac was an infant, his mother Diane had a feeling that
something was different about him. Isaac refused to be laid down in his
bassinet for a nap. “Finally we realized that we could only put him down in
his car seat,” reflects Diane. She assumed perhaps he had reflux and needed
to be upright to be comfortable; it was years later before she realized Isaac’s
sensory system was compromised, which made him feel like he was falling
when he was laid on his back.
Although Diane reported Isaac’s reaction to the bassinet, as well as a
few other unusual responses, to his pediatrician, she was reassured that
nothing was “wrong” and that she shouldn’t worry. Finally, when Isaac was
14 months old, Diane and Stuart got an answer for his unusual behavior:
pervasive developmental disorder. “I just lost it,” Diane remembers. “I
remember getting in the car in the doctor’s office parking lot and sobbing on
the phone to Stuart.” But after the initial shock, she and Stuart focused all of
their energy on finding the right doctors and therapists to help Isaac.
After a few years of Floortime™ therapy and occupational therapy, Isaac
was ready to enter special-needs preschool at the public school. His parents
were anxious for him to be able to socialize with other children, as well as
his own brothers. The public school system’s “Babies Can’t Wait” preschool
program was the perfect environment for Isaac. He had a small class and a
dynamic Floortime™-trained teacher who treated each child as an individual.
However, Isaac’s school experience changed when he got a new teacher.
“When we asked the new teacher if he was familiar with the Floortime
approach developed by Dr. Stanley Greenspan, he replied that the only
Greenspan he knew of was Alan Greenspan, and that he was used to working
with ‘severely retarded’ children. We were appalled and devastated,”
Diane remembers. Finally, after a particularly frustrating IEP (Individualized
Education Plan) meeting, the Jacobsons knew that the public preschool,
which had been so wonderful in the beginning, was not an option for their son
anymore. After the IEP meeting, Diane drove straight to Lionheart.

Isaac has spent 9 years at Lionheart and this upcoming school year
Isaac is prepared to move to a school where he can get a high school
diploma, and ultimately go on to a college program. One of Isaac’s biggest
accomplishments was learning to read. Isaac had always been drastically
behind his grade-level for reading, and his parents worried that he would
only fall further behind as he got older. However, it was critical that Isaac
receive the social and emotional support he needed first, before trying to
push complicated academic lessons on him. Isaac may have been behind
grade-level for beginning to read, but when he did start reading, he started
with chapter books and hasn’t looked back since. He’s finished all the Harry
Potter novels and read the Bible from cover to cover (although his mom
said it would be okay to skip Leviticus). Isaac has also demonstrated great
sensitivity to other people’s concerns.
“You have to be in sync with a child who is ‘out-of-sync’ and that’s
exactly what Lionheart does,” Diane says. The Jacobsons credit The
Lionheart School’s integrated developmental approach for the transformation
they have seen in their son. Their greatest hope is that more families will be
able to benefit from this unique educational setting. Unlike many children
with his diagnosis and challenges, Isaac loves going to school and seeing
his classmates; he has never once said “I don’t want to go to school.”
Isaac knows he’s different from some other children, but at Lionheart
he has learned how to manage his differences while making friends and
growing academically. As he moves on to other school settings, his family is
happy and grateful for the foundation he received at Lionheart.

“Thank you, thank you, thank you! Words
cannot express the relief the GOAL scholarship
brings my family. When we visited Lionheart,
we loved it, and knew our child’s needs would
be addressed. But we could not imagine how we
could afford to make this choice. It still isn’t easy,
but the GOAL Scholarship we received made it
possible, as many things will become possible for
our son.”

W

ords like these are often heard
from new and returning families.
Our total scholarship budget is
almost $300,000, and GOAL Scholarships
offer a unique opportunity for families who
need assistance. Thank you for taking the
time to re-allocate your state tax dollars to
scholarships at Lionheart. We are grateful
for the 81 donors who re-allocated in 2013,
enabling us to offer even more scholarships to
families for next year. Because of the higher
contribution limits for owners of LLCs and
S corps, who are now allowed to participate
up to a $10,000 limit; combined with the
growing overall popularity of this program, we
believe that the credits will be consumed by
March 2014. You can “get in line” now for a
2014 tax credit by filling out the 2014 forms
online now at https://www.goalscholarship.
org/for_donors/page/onlinesignature. In
December of this year, we will contact you
by email to confirm your desire to contribute
to GOAL for a 2014 tax credit. With your
consent, we will then submit your request to
the Department of Revenue beginning January
2, 2014.

ANNUAL FUND
The Lionheart School thanks the following
individuals and companies who have supported
Lionheart through Annual Fund donations,
grants, or donations to other efforts at Lionheart:
Anonymous
Mrs. Margarita Adams
Mr. John Alexander in honor of
Tom & Beth Barham
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Arsenault
Mrs. Wendy Bandrowski

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Barham
Mr. & Mrs. David Batson
Dr. Sharon Berger
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Bitzer
Mr. & Mrs. Burton Bradley
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Bray
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bridges
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Burke
Cabinet Resources Partners
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Capps
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Carrington
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Chandler
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Cheek
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Corbett
Dr. Milagros Cordero
Ms. Lisa Craig
Ms. Deborah Cupp
Betty Jo Currie in honor
of Diane & Sam Smith
Dr. & Mrs. O. Anderson Currie
Mr. Larry Darrow
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Dixon
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Dulin
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Eagen
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Eckard
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. Courtney Fazekas in
memory of Mr. Hubert Taylor, Jr.
Ms. Elizabeth Figarola
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. Neal Freeman
Mr. Mical Ghorashi
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Godshall
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Gregor
Mrs. Alice Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hawks
Mrs. Virginia Heck
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Howser
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Inman
Dr. & Mrs. John Inman, Jr.
Ms. Sandy Jones in memory
of Mr. Hubert Taylor, Jr.
Dr. James Jose
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Juliano
James Kemp
KeyWorth Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Krebs
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kriech
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lipsey in
honor of Drew Klepchick
Mr. David Litten
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Manaker
Mr. Mark Mansfield
Mrs. Anita Mapes
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Morris
Ms. Marcia Noble
North Georgia Replacement Windows
Mr. Don Olmstead
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Pijanowski in
honor of Gail Nearing

Mr. Jack Pittman
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Pratt, Jr.
Mr. James Pope
Mrs. Marilyn Rekart
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Riley
Dr. Harry Rinker
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Shirley III
Ms. Diane Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Spafford
Mr. Michael Spafford &
Ms. Catherine Botticelli
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Starowicz
The Billi Marcus Foundation, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ulich
Mr. & Mrs. Ollie Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. Zach Young
Every effort was made to accurately
include every donor. We sincerely regret
any errors or ommissions.

PLAY MONEY

L

ionheart founder and board member,
Dr. Pat Spafford, talked to guests at our
annual auction about the importance
of play at Lionheart. “Play is critical for
healthy social development and emotional
maturity. All children and even adults
benefit from good old fashioned playground
play, pretend play and table play. Today’s
technology tools have brought new avenues
for learning content and communication,
but technology is not a substitute for play,”
said Dr. Spafford. He described Lionheart’s
current playground facilities, and asked
for guests to contribute “Play Money” for
Lionheart. Donors at our annual auction
responded, offering gifts from $100 to $5000
to quickly raise over $50,000 in about 15
minutes for a beautiful new playground. The
ground is being prepared this summer, and
when school starts in August, our students
will enjoy the new space that allows for
climbing, sliding, and pretend play. Our
sincere thanks to the 72 families and friends
of Lionheart who contributed to our new
playground.

A U C T I O N
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AUCTION SPONSORS
SPIRIT
Mr.& Mrs. Drew Klepchick
HOPE
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Barham
Mrs. Carolyn Beattie
Mr.& Mrs. Mark Collins
Friends of Lionheart

Our centerpieces were created by
LionheARTisans using recycled
glassware and filled with fabulous
desserts made and donated by one of
our advisory board members.

COURAGE
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Arnold
Choate Construction Company
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Fordham
Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Jacobson
Neonatology Associates of Atlanta
Dr. & Mrs. Pat Spafford
Mr. & Mrs. Jerrill Sprinkle
Sponsler/Cheek

HEART
Manulife Real Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Patton
Ms. Robin Scott
UPS
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Ward
PATRONS
Mr. and Mrs.Mike Eckard
KeyWorth Bank
Northside Hospital
Peerage Foundation,
Stuart & Vickie Blandford
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Sprinkle
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ulich

Auction items made by LionheARTisans created a lot of high bidding!

FRIENDS
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bell, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Bivins
Mr & Mrs. Randy Black
Mr. & Mrs. Neal Freeman
Livin’ Large
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Phillips
Dr. & Mrs.Chris Sholota
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sprinkle
Mr.& Mrs. Lamar Wakefield
Mrs. Jeanne White,
White Insurance Agency

Thanks to Lionheart founders, Nancy and Doug Bryant and
Sherlocks Wine Merchants for coordinating our wine tastings.

Our enthusiastic and engaged crowd of supporters once again provided a successful auction.

SAVE THE DATE - AUCTION 2014 – FEBRUARY 1, 2014
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SUCCESS — SAIS/SACS RE-ACCREDITATION

L

ionheart had an accreditation review in spring 2013, and
was unanimously recommended for SAIS and AdvancED
accreditation (formerly SAIS/SACS). In their report,
the team stated they were “immediately drawn to the mission,
children, teachers and leaders at The Lionheart School. From
the daily welcome of the students to their school home, to the
enjoyment of their art work and efforts in their studies, we were
moved by the love and care with which students are instructed
and guided. All adults have the common focus of making
sure the students are feeling secure in their environment and

safe in their endeavors. The focus of
the administrative team to bring this
dream to life is inspiring. The team
leaves recommendations for growth and
institutional details, but also leaves with
a deep gratitude to the school that has
been designed, built and filled with a
team that is fully focused on the needs
of students who truly need Lionheart
School in their life.”

GRILLING & GRIDIRON – SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2013
O L D R O S W E L L S T R E E T I N H I S T O R I C D O W N T O W N A L P H A R E T TA

I

t’s a tailgate party to crown the Alpharetta Grilling
Champion! Community groups and restaurants
will set up tailgating displays and grills to create
fabulous dishes. Attendees will sample all the creations
and vote for the Grilling Champion--all hosted by The
Lionheart School. A sampling of beverages, food and
fun for the entire family at this new downtown event!
• A giant LED screen broadcasting the UGA vs.
South Carolina game.
• Grilling stations set up tailgate style, featuring tastes
of grilled chicken, beef, and other delights for tasting.
• Beer tasting with craft beers from Georgia and
South Carolina, for the ultimate contest between the
states: who brews the best beer?
• Music, music and more music and performances
around downtown.

You will not want to miss this inaugural event!

