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The Lionheart for Life program provides opportunities 

for experiential learning that help students develop 

life-long skills important for independent living and 

working. The program is tailored to each student’s 

individual profile, taking into account their abilities 

and affinities. Beginning with a life thinking curriculum 

for younger students, the Lionheart for Life program 

incorporates academic and vocational goals as well as 

experiences in a small business environment for older 

students. Older students participate in experiential 

learning centers; the Lionheart Gardens®, a sustainable 

year-round organic garden and science lab center and 

the LionheARTisans, a cottage industry that uses 

student artwork to create books, notecards, framed 

pieces and other items that are then marketed and 

sold by the students. Exposure to other work settings 

and community involvement are also part of the 

curriculum. 

According to the U.S. Department of Education, 

students with disabilities are more likely to be 

competitively employed if they receive adequate 

vocational training. The elements of workplace 

preparation for students with disabilities are the same 

as those for their typical peers – awareness of interests 

and aptitudes, exposure to career options, and access to 

building skills. Lionheart strives to provide educational 

and independent life skills for a successful transition 

to the workplace and to a fulfilling, productive life. 

The Lionheart School gives families HOPE, and the 

Lionheart for Life program delivers the pragmatic skills 

necessary for success in school, work and play.

Lionheart
for Life



Michael Eisner, past CEO of the Walt Disney Company, said, “It is rare to find a business partner who is selfless. If you 

are lucky it happens once in a lifetime.” Lionheart must be luckier than Mr. Eisner, because we thrive on the partnerships 

we develop. We have been able to achieve great things through our friendships and partnerships with a growing number of 

people, foundations, organizations, and companies, and we are grateful for every one of our friends and partners. Here

are some stories of the selflessness of our partners:

The Power of  Partnerships

WESLEYAN SCHOOL

W
esleyan School’s Serve-His League was born out of a desire to help students fulfill the Christian call to discipleship and 

stewardship. Students have many opportunities to serve others, and the biggest service opportunity of the year is the High 

School Serve-His Day. It is a whole day devoted to the service of others, when students and faculty participate in service 

projects throughout the metro Atlanta area. Lionheart was one of 28 locations this year. All participating students, both Lionheart and 

Wesleyan, had so much fun at the field day the students planned, that additional events were added to the school year. The relationships 

with peers is very important to our students, and we are thankful that Wesleyan selects Lionheart for this great partnership. With these 

fabulous partnerships, Lionheart is able to help our students have engaging and meaningful experiences with peers and members of their 

community . To Duke Realty, Piney Grove, Wesleyan School, and so many others we say. . .Thank you!

I
n late summer, 2010, we completed the construction of our building, 

and moved in. After all the grand opening celebrations, we needed 

to protect this valuable new asset, but lacked the expertise needed to 

manage a new building. Lionheart Board Member Bert Hunecke recruited a 

business contact and friend to help Lionheart. Mark Dukes, Vice President 

of Asset Management with Duke Realty agreed to help. Duke Realty owned 

and managed over 2 million square feet of buildings in Alpharetta, Duke 

took over the ongoing monthly maintenance of our buildings, helped form 

our Building Advisory Committee, and helped to organize and negotiate our 

initial maintenance contracts with elevator and HVAC companies, among 

others. Mark Dukes got others involved, and soon, Duke was participating 

not only in building issues, but  also in vocational programming, inviting 

our LionheARTisans students to display their work in buildings managed by 

Duke Realty, and hosting a book signing and art auction. Although Duke 

Realty sold their Alpharetta properties in December 2011, Mark continues 

his involvement with Lionheart as a member of the Advisory Board. He 

was critical in organizing the wine tastings that led to an increase of 26% 

in our GOAL Scholarship tax re-allocations, and remains on our Building 

Advisory Committee. For their partnership with Lionheart, Duke Realty was 

recognized as the 2012 Business Partner of the Year by the Greater North 

Fulton Chamber of Commerce.

DUKE REALTY



P
iney Grove Middle School in Forsyth County held the 

Grizzly Great Day of Giving last year, and Lionheart was 

selected as one of the sites because of Lionheart Teacher 

Gail Nearing’s friendship with the school. Thirty Piney Grove 

students came last year, and almost thirty more came this year to 

have a fun day of games and social interaction with our students.

SIS & MOON’S

GOOGLE

L
ionheart students love and are college sports enthusiasts 

and often wear jerseys and hats in support of their favorite 

teams.  Lindsay Macrae and Katie Eckert, both employees of 

Google created Lionheart’s first ‘College Football Bowl Challenge.’ 

Google, Inc., offers matching funds for philanthropic events 

planned by employees. The Challenge had almost 100 participants 

and Paul Pitcher took home the grand prize. With that success, 

Lindsay and Katie launched “March Madness For Lionheart”.  

Both online events raised almost $8,000 including the match!  We 

are grateful to Lindsay and Katie for all their efforts and enthusiastic 

support.

T
he Lionheart School’s most recent partner is a newly 

opened shop in downtown Alpharetta, Sis & Moon’s at 24 

Milton Avenue.  Sis and Moon’s is an art cooperative with 

a diverse selection of  artwork from local artists.  They have been 

displaying our LionheARTisan artwork since March.  Our students 

create the projects and deliver them to the gallery for sale.  It is a 

unique opportunity for our students to incorporate academic and 

vocational goals as well as gaining experience in a small business 

environment.

GRIZZLY GREAT DAY OF GIVING

“Daddy, can I have a 
Rippin Rocket Roller Coaster?” 

S
even years later, I distinctly remember this request of our then 6 year 

old son Alex. The delivery of his question came with great purpose 

and clarity which took me by surprise – you see, Alex is Autistic.

What happened next is the stuff of screen plays and inspirational after 

school specials. We purchased said Rippin Rocket and brought it home. 

I tried and failed to help Alex assemble the Rippin Rocket. The next day, 

Alex was back at work in our playroom following only picture on the box, 

he built a functioning Rippin Rocket in about 2 hours. My wife and I were 

so excited and proud. That day began what has been a 7 year love affair 

between Alex and KNEX. One that was rudely interrupted on Valentines 

Day, 2011. Alex had to have his left eye removed due to a medical 

condition. Within a few weeks of surgery, he was back to building some 

highly technical stuff. A few weeks later, he received his prosthetic eye and 

has been going hard ever since. You name it, he has built it. Rippin Rocket, 

Rippin Rocket 2, Ferris Wheel, Big Air Ball Tower, Shark Run – all of 

which he built in an hour and a half.

Alex loves seeing what other kids are building on the KNEX web page. 

Lately, he has created kitchen items such as napkin and paper towel 

holders. We have seen an evolution in his thinking and ability to come 

up with new designs. As parents, this is like a miracle for us to witness.  

Most 13 year old boys have competitive sports to help forge their path 

into young adulthood. We know Alex’s road will take him down a slightly 

different path than most kids his age. Many children with autism develop 

different interests in things like dinosaurs, fire engines or sports statistics. 

Alex’s interest is KNEX and that makes us proud for several reasons. It 

requires a lot of sequential, cognitive, motor visual and spatial planning to 

build with KNEX. The fact that Alex can do this as a child with Autism 

and only one eye, makes it all the more amazing. Alex is a great kid with 

a big heart and a capacity to achieve things that we don’t yet understand. 

With KNEX, we are excited about the potential that Alex’s future holds. 

And as parents, we are grateful to KNEX and to Alex for the gift of 

potential possibilities.
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e I first learned about Lionheart in 2009, eight months after Eric 
was diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder. At the time, we 
did not understand the enormous divide between Eric’s learning 
needs and what the public school system was willing to offer –
we still considered public school education as a viable option.

Eric spent two years of pre-K in the public school system where 
his entire day was focused on behavior management. By the end 
of the second year, our confident, funny, mischieveous little boy 
had become an anxious, fearful, sullen child. During our IEP
meeting to plan for kindergarten, we were told that Eric 
needed to be in an exceptional education classroom because he 
could not attend to the teacher for five minutes and “we rarely 
approve aides for children this young”. It became very apparent 
to us that the resources that Eric needed did not exist in 
Tallahassee or for that matter, the state of Florida. Florida ranks 
50th in per capita spending on K-12 education and 39th in per
pupil funding. While there were plenty of parochial and 
charter schools available, none specifically addressed children 
with learning disabilities and disorders of relating and 
communicating. We redefined the goals for ourselves and our 
family; Eric’s education became our very top priority. It was a 
scary idea to leave my stable career at FSU, to sell our house 
at the bottom of the worst housing market and to uproot our 
family to move to Georgia, but the time to meet Eric’s needs 
was now.

In determining our school options, we kept coming back to 
Lionheart for two main reasons – the Lionheart educational 
philosophy and the student/teacher ratio. We wanted a school 
not just where he was accepted, but celebrated. One that 
provided a supportive, encouraging and nurturing learning 
environment. When we met with Lionheart to have his needs 
and capabilities assessed, we immediately felt a sense of relief. 
Relief that not only were we discussing Eric’s challenges and 
needs but that we were discussing his strengths. Previous 
meetings with school staff were always about his deficits and 
what was lacking.

We were excited about a curriculum that actually incorporated 
all of the essential therapies that were previously provided 
outside of his school day, i.e. speech/language therapy, OT, 
hippotherapy, social skills group. When we were notified of 
his admission, we called a realtor and relocated to Alpharetta 
in mid-December. Eric began classes at Lionheart in January, 
2012.

In the last four months, our little boy has crashed out of his 
shell. His personality has become brilliant and he is clearly in 
love with all that is Lionheart. From playtime in the OT room 
to reading with Kathy, from riding Guinness at the farm to 
singing songs with Beth, Eric is growing and thriving. We are 
encouraged by his developing curiosity of this world and his 
place in it. While it can be difficult to determine what is due to
the “Lionheart Effect” and what is just “growing up”, I do know 
that children learn and flourish in environments where they feel 
they can make mistakes and where they can be themselves.

Jeanette & Kelly Dummer

“We wanted a 
school not just where 
he was accepted, but 
celebrated.”



An amazing auction, a moving video, over 

16 wines to taste, a new bus, and Lionheart 

supporters busting a move to the music of 

“Livin’ Large” were the highlights our annual 

auction. This year, we raised over $205,000! 

The fundraising success of the evening was 

a “Bus Bucks” campaign that raised over 

$50,000 to buy a new bus for Lionheart in 

just ten minutes. The “friendraising” success 

was even greater – with 450 friends of 

Lionheart both new and old coming together 

to support our mission.

Livin’ Large
A U C T I O N  2 0 1 2

AUCTION SPONSORS

SPIRIT 
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Klepchick
The Peerage Foundation/ 
    Mr. & Mrs. Stuart C. Blandford, Sr.

FRIENDSHIP
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Barham
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Peller

COURAGE
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Bitzer
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Collins
Choate Construction Company
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Fordham
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart Jacobson 
McCalla Raymer, LLC
Neonatology Associates of Atlanta
Mr. & Mrs. Jerrill Sprinkle
Dr. & Mrs. Pat Spafford

HEART
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Arnold 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Deck & 
    Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ulich
Manulife Financial
Mr. & Mrs. John McNeil
Ms. Robin Scott
Mr. Louis Shirley
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Sprinkle
UPS
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Williamson

PATRON
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Bivins
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Eckard
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Gregor 
KeyWorth Bank
Northside Hospital
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Scordino
Mr. & Mrs. William Stanton, Jr.

FRIEND 
Mr. & Mrs. Neal Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Hunecke
Livin’ Large Productions
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Opie
Mr. Gordon Rogers &
    Dr. Veda Storey 
Mr. & Mrs. Lamar Wakefield 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence A.Wallin

“The auction was amazing but to have a peek into what you 
all do on a daily basis left me speechless. You are doing what 
not many people are gifted to do. I know the children hold a 

special place in all your hearts.”
Mary Pittman

A Lionheart family: Lyn & Alan Arnold, Cameron Conner, Kristi Arnold (Lionheart teacher), Chad 
Arnold, Brett Arnold, Kelly & Andy Williamson (parents of Lionheart student, Drew)

Elizabeth Dulin, Director of Education & 
Admissions shares Lionheart student stories.

Matt Holiday, our actioneer, opens the bids 
for an adorable Labradoodle puppy.



Goal for GOAL--$175,000 needed for 
scholarship program by Memorial Day. 
Four. . .Seven. . .Ten. . .Thirteen. The number 
of students Lionheart helps every year with 
partial scholarships is increasing due to the 
commitment of those who re-allocate part of 
their state tax obligation to scholarships at 
Lionheart by participating in the Georgia 
GOAL Scholarship Program. In 2011, we were 
able to raise over $150,000 for scholarships, 
and this year, we are on our way to raise 
$175,000. Thanks to those donors who re-
allocated their tax dollars in 2011.

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Arnold
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Arnson
Mr. Michael Arsenault
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Barham
Ms. Ruth Bartlett
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Besson
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Bivins
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Black
Mr. James Lee Bryan
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Bryant
Mr. Ravi Bulusu & Mrs. Anna Somayajula
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Cheek
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Clynch
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Collins
Comcast
Mr. Donald Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Leah and James Douglass
Mr. Mark Dukes
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Eckard
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Esler
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald FitzGerald
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Frederickson
Mr. & Mrs. James Gleghorn
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Gordon
Mr. Gerald Grossman
Mr. & Mrs. Shane Hannon
Ms. Paige Harty
Mr. & Mrs. Curt Holton
Mr. & Mrs. William Horlock
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Horner
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Hunecke
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Inman
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart Jacobson
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart Jacobson
Mr. Robert Joyner & Mrs. Janis Kilgore 
Joyner
Mr. Dane Karnes, Jr. & Ms. Bambi Greene
Dr. & Mrs. William Keyes
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Klepchick, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Halsey Knapp
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Lawson
Mr. & Mrs. David Litten
Mr. and Mrs. Fraser Lynn
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McCracken
Ms. Jamie McCusker
Mr. & Mrs. Carl McGehee
Mr. & Mrs. Jason McNeill
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Minnich
Mr. & Mrs. David Nearing
Mr. Justin Parente
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Parente
Ms. Sarah Parker
Mr. & Mrs. John Parker
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Peller
Mr. Darryl Pitts
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Plunk
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Poore
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Riley
Mr. Willis Sawyer & Ms. Peggy Bachmann
Ms. Reina Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Sheets
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Snively
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Solomonson
Dr. & Mrs. Pat Spafford
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Sponsler
Mr. & Mrs. Jerrill Sprinkle
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Starowicz
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Strom
Mr. & Mrs. Georgi Taja
Mr. & Mrs. Terrin Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ulich
Mr. Michael Werner
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Wiles
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Wisted
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Woltz

Additionally, we are grateful for those who have 
joined The Lionheart School Goal for GOAL 
campaign for 2012. Won’t you join us this year 
by re-allocating your state taxes to scholarships at 
Lionheart? 

THE DOUGLAS BRYANT JR. FUND
 

Cole and Peter Bryant, brothers of Lionheart 
founding student Douglas Bryant, held a 
Lionheart awareness wine tasting at Sherlock’s 
in Buckhead last fall to tell their friends about 
the critical need for scholarships for students 
at Lionheart.  Friends and family rose to 
the challenge, raising over $15,000 for the 
Douglas Bryant Jr. Fund.  Those funds provided 
scholarships for three Lionheart students!  The 
Bryant family and The Lionheart School are 
grateful for all those who contributed to the fund 
this year: 

Mr. Bill Barney
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Beane
Mr. & Mrs. William Bridges
Michael & Deborah Brink

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Bryant
Mr. Peter Bryant
Mr. John Butgereit
Ms. Catherine Candler
Mr. David Charney
Mr. Joseph Ciucci
Clyde & Susie Click
Charles & Ansley Crawford
Douglas & Katlyn Crenshaw
Mr. Don Davis
Michael & Jenifer Dobbs
Laura Draper
Steve & Cindy Ensor
James French  
Giulio & Suzette Gianturco
Erik & Elizabeth Granade
Julian Hailey
James & Jeanette Hartzfeld
James Hershey
Hardy & Susan Jackson
Jeffrey and Pamela Kuester
Patricia Lummus
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Marks
Allen McDaniel
Lisa & Kenneth Menendez
Joseph Meyer
The Monasterski Family
George & Candice Morgan
Jeannette Nagel
Al & Marian Nesmith  
Floyd & Katrina Newton
Anthony Obadal  
Diamondis & Evanthia Papadopoulos
Scott Pastor
Richard & Cheryl Peters
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Powell
Edward & Donna Rohling
Jamie & David Russell
Garrard Schaefer
Chip & Sharon Shirley
Max and Lisa Steuer
Scott and Carol Swayze
Ann & Jack Tatum
Linda Tindall-Sewell
Mark West
Steven & Woodie Wisebram
Leslie Wooddall
Robert Wynne

ANNUAL FUND
 

The Lionheart School thanks the following 
individuals, companies, and foundations who 
have supported Lionheart through Annual 
Fund donations, grants, or donations to other 
efforts at Lionheart:

Patrick Adams
Ariba
Ron Arline
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Bandroswski



Mr. and Mrs. Tom Barham
Mr. and Mrs. David Batson
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Beasley
Nancy Beningo
Dr. Sharon Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Bitzer
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Bivins
Ms. Mary Brown
Laura Bynum
Joy Capps
Lynn Chandler
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Corbett
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Currie
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Davis
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John Dubay
Duke Realty
Mark Dukes
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Eagen
Gabriel Eckert
Dexter Floyd
Forrest C. and Frances H. Lattner Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Freeman
Friend of The Lionheart School
Friend of The Lionheart School
Friend of The Lionheart School
Mr. Ryan Gainey
Ann Genovese
Mical Ghorashi
Google
Dr. Sharon Hamre
Nathaniel Hewell
Mr. and Mrs. James Howser
Jane and Bert Hunecke
Ida A. Ryan Charitable Trust
Isabel Isakson
Dr. James Jose
Sandy Jun
Roland Karlen
James Kemp
Mr. and Mrs. W. Michael King
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Kriech
David Litten
Lois and Lucy Lampkin Foundation
Dr. James Jose
Mad Matter Georgia
Rose Mains
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Mapp, Jr.
James Meek
Barbara Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Morris
Dr. Sharon Berger Moscow
National Parking Solutions
Carol Nicholas
Catherine Nixon
Joseph Noah
North Georgia Replacement Windows
Office Media Network
Pediatric Foundation of Georgia
Dr. Judith Perry
Laura & Scott Rawlings

Marilyn Rekart
Mr. Harry Rinker
Sartain Lanier Family Foundation
Ms. Robin Scott
Chip Shirley
Jon Siegel
Somerset Foundation
Katya Spafford
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Spafford
Pat and Tamara Spafford
Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd Spafford
Stuart and Eulene Murray Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory Sysyn
Target
Truist
Mr. and Mrs. Lamar Wakefield
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Wallin
WalMart
Gregory Washington
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Waters
Watkins Christian Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Mark West
Jeanne White
Adam Williams
Karen Williams
Mrs. Sybil Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Zach Young 

The Lionheart  School thanks the 
following donors who made gifts to honor 
or remember the following people: 

In Honor of Matthew Plunk
Dr. Jason Bongiovi 
In Memory of Ann Litten 
Ms. Mary Brown
Benjamin and Patricia Carswell 
Anne Dauray
Nancy Hart Harvey 
PEO Chapter AS
Pat and Tamara Spafford
In Honor of Mark Dukes
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Dukes III 
Ms. Allison Gilmore
In Honor of United Distributors & 
Mr. David Shoulberg 
Tom Opie

Bus Bucks
The following donors contributed funds 
for a new bus for Lionheart.
Sue and Don Anderson
Lynn and Alan Arnold
Brett Arnold
Sallie Banta
Beth and Tom Barham
Laurie and Paul Bauer
Nancy and Gary Bivins
Carol and Vic Cauthen
Ashley and Patrick Cheek
Sean Cook

Liz and Peter Corbett
Claudia and Larry Curtin
Mandi Davis
Elaine and Michael Dorr
Catherine Nixon and Daniel Eagen
Katie and Steve Eckert
Sara and Gerald Fitzgerald
Melissa and Jeff Fordham
Cathy and Roy Frederickson
Laura and Wilson Glover
Sam Gordon
Donna and Michael Hinkes
Arlene Hoke
Mark and Jennifer Inman
Kathy Ireland
Isabelle Isakson
Diane and Stuart Jacobson
Melody Jones
Lisa and Jim Kelly
Casey Klepchick
Karin and Roger Lee
Teresa and Jeff Lucas
Amy and Fraser Lynn
Bobby Mayson
Kaci and Darby McCamy
Michael McCormick
Andrea Banda and Robert McCracken
Jennifer and Carl McGehee
Boris Milter
Thomas Minnich
James Namnoum
Gail and Dave Nearing
Amy and Tom Opie
Brian Parker
Denise and Stephen Perlaky
Natalie and Mark Phillips
Susan Phillips
Victoria and James Pope
Lori and Ross Ramsey
Sarah Riegelhaupt
Robin Scott
Lindsey and Jeff Shaver
Sally and Mel Silverman
Diane Smith
Jill and Scott Snell
Kathy and Jeff Sponsler
Duane Sponsler
Rebecca Stafford
Karen and Rick Strom
Jackie and Allan Tucci
Mary and Bob Ulich
Lorilyn and Nathan Warde
Kathy and Allen Weisberg
Joe White
Sybil Wilson
And 3 Friends of Lionheart that wish to 
remain anonymous!

Every effort was made to accurately include 
every donor. We sincerely regret any errors or 
ommissions.
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G
eorgia Tech students have collaborated with teachers at The Lionheart School in Alpharetta 

to develop an award-winning prototype for an interactive storytelling activity designed to 

help children with autism. The project, “Kinect the Dots,” won first place at last month’s 

Convergence Innovation Competition (CIC) at Georgia Tech in the Health IT category.

Kinect the Dots, which uses the Kinect feature on the Xbox gaming system, allows children to 

participate in key moments of the classic story, Jack and the Beanstalk. While teachers read the book 

aloud, students use the Kinect to “climb” the beanstalk or “paint” houses.

“The incidence of autism is rising, and storytelling plays a big part in autism therapy,” said project 

leader Sanika Mokashi. “It allows children to master language skills, develop curiosity and interpret 

emotions. Teachers already use digital interactions to engage children with autism in storytelling. Our 

project takes it a step further by creating a customized storytelling application for use with existing 

interactive technology.”

Mokashi and her classmates in the School of Interactive Computing began the project after observing 

Lionheart teachers using stories to keep their students engaged. Using those experiences, the 

researchers developed the first version of the program. Teachers and students tested the software and 

provided feedback, allowing the team to fine-tune the program and submit it to the competition.

“Being able to provide tools that improve communication and engagement is a critical goal for our 

students,” said Tamara Spafford,  executive director of The Lionheart School. “We are excited to be part of this work with Georgia Tech.”

“Sanika and her team did a great job developing this project,” said School of Interactive Computing Research Scientist Agata Rozga. “We 

will continue to create a library of stories and interactive tools that will allow Lionheart and other schools to easily create new stories based 

on the students’ interests. Our partnership with Lionheart gives Georgia Tech researchers access to knowledge of the educational needs of 

children with autism, enabling us to develop a program that helps children interact intuitively with technology.”

PROJECT FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM WINS 
GEORGIA TECH COMPETITION

In an effort to be good stewards of both natural resources and donor dollars, Lionheart has decided to send 

only one printed newsletter a year.  It will serve as our“annual report” detailing events during our school year.  

Periodically we will be sharing exciting updates and events occurring during the school via our email newsletter.  

We invite you to send your email to schooloffice@thelionheartschool.com to join our electronic mail list. 


